 Brown Teal - Captive to Peacock Springs Quarantine Protocols

Protocol 2: Captive – wild transfer and Captive – Isaac Wildlife Trust transfer

Explanation

· Protocol 2 is the requirement for any transfer of brown teal from a holding/breeding facility to the wild or to the Isaac Wildlife Trust/Peacock Springs

· This protocol is more intensive and relates to the Isaac Wildlife Trust facilities as these facilities provide pre-release conditioning of birds immediately prior to release. The Isaac Wildlife Trust facilities act as a ‘firewall’ between captivity and the wild, in terms of minimising the risk of disease transfer.

· Protocol 2 excludes any extra test that a particular facility (or MAF) requires as part of their own health/disease management plans

· In general, the costs of protocol 2 will be covered by the release programme budget (approved DOC or joint venture programme with stakeholder) or recovery group budget, as agreed between the participating parties.

Quarantine holding period:

· Approximately 10-14 days unless positive results returned/treatment/further testing and further holding required. .  Note, as for Protocol 1, this minimum period recognises that the birds have a known history at the donor facility and have been continuously monitored (with records kept) by the breeder.  If there have been any illnesses in the waterfowl collection during the previous 30 days veterinary advice should be sought on the appropriate length of quarantine.

· Test day 1; transfer when all returned results are negative

· When using pooled samples, if a positive result is identified, each individual bird will be required to be retested to identify each positive individual/s so they can be isolated and further consultation with the captive coordinator and specific veterinary advice can be sort.  

· No birds are to be moved which have been identified with positive microbiology results.
Tests/treatments prior to transfer:

· Physical exam by trained operator (experienced staff or vet) – record weight; assess condition; look for pox type lesions (if identified – take biopsy); listen to airways, check for external parasites (fleas, nasal mites, ticks) and treat with Frontline if an obvious infestation is present. Check birds are eating and behaving normally and passing normal droppings.

· Chlamydophila – ELISA Antigen test on conjunctival/choanal/cloacal swab from each bird (use Chlamydial swab). Required only from facilities that have experienced positive results in the past 2 years.  After 2 years of negative test results in a facility, this test can be dropped from the protocol.  If an individual bird tests positive, it can be held and retested.  After 2 consecutive negative results it can be released.  See notes below for sampling
· Avian TB –  blood smear  for differential white blood cell (WBC) count  AND whole blood sample (heparin-coated capillary tube sealed at both ends) for haematocrit and total protein; check previous history of avian TB in source bird collections. Required only from facilities that have experienced positive results in the past 3 years.  After 3 years of negative test results in a facility, this test can be dropped from the protocol.  If an individual bird tests positive, it can be held and retested.  After 2 consecutive negative results it can be released.  
· Aspergillosis - blood smear  for differential white blood cell (WBC) count  AND whole blood sample (heparin-coated capillary tube sealed at both ends) for haematocrit and total protein. Required only from facilities that have experienced positive results in the past 3 years.  After 3 years of negative test results in a facility, this test can be dropped from the protocol.  If an individual bird tests positive, it can be held and retested.  After 2 consecutive negative results it can be released

· Parasites - Internal parasites (intestinal nematodes, cestodes/tapeworms and trematodes/flukes) – treat with a parasiticide effective against internal parasites using drontal plus (cat tablet – half a tablet per 1kg body weight) at commencement of quarantine. Treatments to be repeated at 10 days.  Facilities may pool all individual faecal samples for FEC and coccidia testing if desired.  Testing AFTER worming will check for effectiveness of the treatment.
· Pooled Faecal Sample – Pool individual faecal samples from up to 5 individuals and mix thoroughly, then take swab from pooled faecal sample for Salmonella & Yersinia.  If positive, follow-up with individual cloacal or fresh faecal swabs.
· Samples to be sent to: Gribbles Veterinary Pathology, 35 O’Rorke Rd, Penrose, Auckland Tel 09-526-4560 or their Palmerston North or Christchurch branches.

Quarantine Requirements


	· Isolate transfer birds from all other brown teal and other species

· Sign on door: "Quarantine - No Unauthorized Entry "

· Insect/rodent traps/screens/baits

· Bags for waste disposal

· Feeding, watering and cleaning utensils

· Animal capture and restraint equipment 

· Quarantine register to track movement of people in and out of quarantine
	· Lock for facility

· boot changes

· Protective clothing eg overalls plus disposable gloves if handling birds.

· Aviary habitat/furniture as appropriate for species

· Animal record forms, pens
· Send results to Captive Coordinator


Record sheet for Protocol 2

Facility Name:




Quarantine Start Date:

Contact Person:





      Finish Date:

Contact Phone:

	ID Number
	Age
	Sex
	1. Physical (grams)
	2. Blood

(√/X)
	3. Faecals

(√/X)
	4. Swabs

(√/X)
	Samples sent
	Samples received
	Comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Key:

1. Physical exam, condition assessed, body weight (measurements – optional) done
2. Blood smear, haematocrit and total protein completed

3. Faecals taken/treatments completed

4. Choanal/cloacal swab completed



















































































































































































