Dear Kids,

My name is Webbster.  I live in Mimiwhangata the eastern Northland of New Zealand.  I’m part of a family of the Brown Teal Ducks.  I’m writing this letter to ask for your help with my family.  You probably don’t know but my family is dying.  Where we stay, there are lot of cats and other animals and even cars who end up killing us.  If we only had enough money we’d put up road signs and have traps for these animals.  But we don’t!! That’s why we need your help.   We need you guys to help us raise money or spread the word about who we are.  You can do this by helping sponsor us.  This booklet will help tell you more about us and ways in which you can sponsor us.  Thanks for your help. It means a lot to me and my family.
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WEBBSTER

FACT SHEET: 

who is the Brown Teal duck?

LOOKs!
No! we are not just like any boring brown duck. Our males are slightly larger and heavier than the females.  Males average weight is 620-700g and females are 530-600g. When we are not breeding both males and female look alike.  We have a distinctive whitish narrow ring around each eye, with our head, face and throat a speckled brown.  During breeding our males have a colourful chestnut chest, a shiny green head and a white ring around the eye.  Our females have speckled brown feathers. Our beak is our most unique feature. We have a special strong lamellae that helps us sieve through material quickly for food. Our wings are short and we often fly low to the ground with a fast wing beat.  Although during moulting we lose all our wing feathers, becoming flightless.  This is the time that we are most likely to attacked. The males usually speak with a muted bell-like whistle and the females with a wild growl. 

Breeding
Our main breeding season is from July to November.  However, being unique, under suitable conditions we are able to breed in every month of the year.   Our eggs are cream-tan in colour and also the largest of all teal eggs. It is equal to a massive eleven percent of the female’s weight and measuring a unique teal sized egg of 58 times 43mm.  The clutch size rarely exceeds four to six eggs and the incubation period is 27 to 30 days.  Baby ducklings leave mum and dad at 55 days.  

Home! 

My family used to live all around New Zealand.  But now we can only be found in Eastern Northland from the Bay of Islands to Whanaki.   More of my family  live on Great Barrier Island.

HANG-OUTs! 
During the day, we hang out in dense vegetation, beside wetlands and creeks, including forest streams.  Sometimes we like to play on overhanging branches or loaf around in the banks of streams and ponds.  At night we party in the wetlands and short grass paddocks with surface water. 

Food! 
Breakfast, lunch and dinner meals are usually insects that live in the water or the vegetation nearby.  These include all aquatic ones like water boatmen, bugs, back swimmers, etc. We also eat insects that spend their larval stages in water like stoneflies, mosquitoes, black flies, gnats, midges, caddis flies, mayfiles, alderflies, dragonflies, damsel flies and lacewings. The insects in the vegetation usually include bees, wasps, beetles, ants and butterflies.  We also love eating crustaceans that is fairy shrimps, clam shrimps, eater fleas, seed shrimps and cyclops.  However like every meal our mummies make us eat our green vegetables as well and this includes the wetland vegetation.  
Art and craft
You can help us by choosing any of the following crafts and making them.  Then you can sell them and help collect money for us.  

	Duck Beaded Safety Pin 


Materials Needed:
· 10 -1 1/16 inches Safety Pins 

· 1 - 1 1/2 inch Safety Pin 

· Seed Beads (see picture below for colors needed) 

Instructions:
Follow this pattern and the basic directions on the more tips and hints page to complete this project. 
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Each number column represents a pin; for example, your first pin will have 4 light blue beads, 4 white beads, and 2 more light blue beads. Your second pin will have 5 light blue beads, 4 white beads, and then 1 more light blue bead. When you thread these beaded pins onto your larger pin, start with pin number 1.

	Duck head Beaded Safety Pin 


	


Materials Needed:
· 12 -1 1/16 inches Safety Pins 

· 1 - 1 3/4 inch Safety Pin 

· Seed Beads (see picture below for colors needed) 

Instructions:
Follow this pattern and the basic directions on the more tips and hints page to complete this project. 
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Each number column represents a pin; for example, your first pin will have 3 light green beads, 4 yellow beads, and then 3 light green beads. Your second pin will have 2 light green beads, 6 yellow beads, and then 2 more light green beads. When you thread these beaded pins onto your larger pin, start with pin number 1.

Tips & hints 

beaded safety pins 

	


Basic Instructions:

Depending on the pattern you choose, you will usually need between 10 and 14 small safety pins. Open a safety pin, and slip the seed beads onto it. Once all beads are in place, close the safety pin. You may want to use the needle-nose pliers to pinch the end of the safety pin so it will not pop open later. Repeat this step until all the safety pins are beaded. 
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Now you are ready to put all the beaded pins onto a larger safety pin. Open the large safety pin (the size you need will be stated in the pattern). Use the flat-head screwdriver to slightly pry apart the coils at the end of the large pin. 
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Slip the loop of the first beaded safety pin onto the large one. Pull it down to the loop at the base of the large pin. Pull it around the loop and up the back-side of the pin. Repeat this for each beaded safety pin. 
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Once all your beaded safety pins are on your larger pin, use the pliers and squeeze the loop to close it. You can now pin your new safety pin jewelry onto your shirt, hat, shoelaces, etc. 
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These tips and hints will help you while making your own beaded safety pins. The suggestions shared here might help you when you are making the patterns. Safety pins come in many different sizes. Here are some tips on choosing sizes for your own designs:

· A safety pin that is 7/8 of an inch long will hold 8 seed beads. 

· A safety pin that is 1 1/16 inches long will hold 10 seed beads. 

· A safety pin that is more than 1 1/16 inches long is usually too wide to hold seed beads. 

· A safety pin that is 1 1/2 inches long will hold up to 10 beaded safety pins. 

· A safety pin that is 1 3/4 inches long will hold up to 12 beaded safety pins. 

· A safety pin that is 2 inches long will hold up to 14 beaded safety pins.

Make sure you buy seed beads only for these projects. If you use the beads that are slightly larger, you will not be able to complete the patterns shown above. Seed beads need to be about 2mm which would mean they are size 10/0) The holes in the seed beads vary a bit. You will find that, while some seed beads fit perfectly on your safety pins, others will be too small. If you use brass pins, you should spray them lightly on both sides with an acrylic sealer because they will tarnish and rust. 

	


	DUCK PAPER PLATE CRAFT
	


[image: image9.png]



Supplies needed: 

	· Paper plate 

· Scissors 

· Glue 

· Stapler 

· A pencil 

· Yellow and orange construction paper or oak tag 

· Crayons, paint or markers 

· Googly eyes (optional) 
	


1. Trace your hands on yellow construction paper, then cut the hands out. If you don't have yellow construction paper, use stiff white paper, then paint it yellow (or use markers).
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2.
Fold a paper plate in half. Paint it yellow and let it dry.
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3. Staple the hands near the fold on one end - these will be the tail feathers.
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4. Using yellow construction paper or oaktag, cut out a circle (about 3 inches across or a little bigger) -- this will be the duck's head. 

Using orange construction paper or oaktag, cut out an elongated oval with one end cut off -- this will be the duck's bill. Fold the end of the beak over, making a small tab (this is where you will put the glue).
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5. Glue the bill onto the circle (put the glue on the small tab that will be folded under the bill). Draw eyes above thebill (or glue on small googly eyes). 

Staple the head to the paper plate (near the fold line, opposite the tail feathers).
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6.
Using orange construction paper or oaktag, cut out the duck's feet - they should be connected by a short strip of paper. To draw each foot, start with an oval, then draw a zigzag on one end. 

Fold the paper where the feet meet the strip of paper.
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6. Staple each foot to the bottom of one side of the paper plate, right inside the fold line of the foot. 
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You now have a cute duckie that will stand up.
Origami duck

To make this origami duck, you need a small or large sheet of square paper, for a small or large duck. Then, follow the steps below.

1. Fold paper in half diagonally top right to bottom left.
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2. Fold bottom right corner to bottom left corner - crease the fold. Then unfold.
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3. Fold bottom right corner up to make edge parallel to center crease (fold should meet center crease).
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4.
Unfold whole paper to completely flat so creases are at bottom right.
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5.      Fold backward previous fold (Step 3). Refold page diagonally. (Crease backward fold). This step makes the head of the duck.
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6. Take previously unfolded corner point then open and flatten so corner point extends below bottom edge of paper.
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7. Bring two sides together.
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8. Fold each side up in half to form wings.
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	Activities
	


PATEKE MALES PUZZLEMAKER

Each letter appears in the same column, but below where it should be. The solver must put the letters back in the grid and rebuild the phrase. Tips: The puzzle is made up of words used in the “looks” section of the Pateke ducks
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PATEKE EGGS CRYTOGRAM

The phrase below is assigned to a number to each letter.
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	Activities
	


PATEKE HANG-OUTS LETTER TILES

A phrase is broken into tiles with letters on them. The solver has to unscramble the tiles to rebuild the phrase. 
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Activities

PATEKE DUCKS WORD SEARCH

L Y T B H A N W Y L J Q D Y N 

F A E V L G E T E J E E V E O 

Y U I E S T V D F C Q A Z K R 

Y K Z R L D N P P I A D H E T 

X S E A O A D Y C K C E N T H 

Y P N E M T N O C T U R N A L 

N D R O H W I T F Z O E R P A 

S U R E O C F R E B A G U R N 

T O X R D G C G R A H N R D D 

C M B X H A C H P E L A V A J 

E E C Y F U T E J M T D W O J 

T A T I B A H O D E F N A O T 

X R K F B E O A R E M E U D J 

I K C H H E W B D S O K U D C 

H W B G O F Y F X T R E A N D 

BROWN

CHEEKY

COROMANDEL

DUCK

ENDANGERED

HABITAT

NOCTURNAL

NORTHLAND

PATEKE

PREDATORS

TEAL

TERRITORIAL

WETLANDS

Solutions

PUZZLE MAKER

Pateke males weigh around 620-700g and during breeding have a colourful chestnut chest, a shiny green head and a white ring.

CRYTOGRAM

Pateke eggs are cream-tan in color and the largest of all teal eggs.  It size is 58 times 43mm

LETTER TILES

During the day we hang out in dense vegetation, beside wetlands and creeks, including forest streams.  During the evening hang out in the wetlands and short grass paddocks with surface water. 

WORD SEARCH 

L + + + + + + + + D + + + + + 

Y A + + + + + + + E + + + + + 

P K I + N O C T U R N A L L + 

+ R E R + + + + + E + + A + N 

+ N E E O + + + + G T D + W + 

+ O + D H T + + + N N E O + W 

+ R + + A C I + + A + R A E + 

E T + + + T + R M D B + T L + 

K H D Y C K O O R N + L + + + 

E L + + + + R R + E A + + + + 

T A + + + O + + S N T + + + + 

A N + + C + + + D + + + + + + 

P D + + + + + S T A T I B A H 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

(Over,Down,Direction) 

BROWN(11,8,NE)

CHEEKY(6,7,NW)

COROMANDAL(5,12,NE)

DYCK(3,9,E)

ENDANGERED(10,10,N)

HABITAT(15,13,W)

NOCTURNAL(5,3,E)

NORTHLAND(2,5,S)

PATEKE(1,13,N)

PREDATORS(1,3,SE)

TEAL(11,5,SE)

TERRITORIAL(11,11,NW) WETLANDS(15,6,SW)
Colour-in
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Reference

 Origami Duck

 http://www.bridgewater.edu/~dhuffman/soc306/I98grp2/duck.html
Duck Paper Plate http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/animals/duck/index.shtml
Beaded Safety Pins

http://familycrafts.about.com/library/projects/blspinduck1.htm
http://familycrafts.about.com/library/projects/blspinduck2.htm
Tips and Directions

http://familycrafts.about.com/library/weekly/aa080700e.htm
http://familycrafts.about.com/library/weekly/aa080700b.htm
All Puzzles

http://puzzlemaker.com/chooseapuzzle.html
Colour-in

http://www.stepintothegarden.com/files/ducks.jpg
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