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W
hat can be done to save the

brow
n teal?

The BTCT believes that all w
e have to do to save the

brow
n teal is to reverse the reasons for its current status

—
 elim

inate predators at key brow
n teal site in N

orthland
and on G

reat Barrier Island, preserve, enhance, create
and m

anage brow
n teal habitat, educate the N

ew
 Zealand

public tow
ards a greater appreciation of the endem

ic
brow

n teal, and produce large num
bers of brow

n teal
in a m

ajor captive breeding program
m

e.

Predator control
In late 2002 the BTCT published a com

prehensive
m

anual entitled "N
atural H

istory, Captive M
anagem

ent
&

 Survival of the N
Z Brow

n Teal". The m
anual is available

from
 the BTCT for $20, including postage. It provides

There is no doubt that m
ajor predator control

program
m

es —
 ongoing indefinitely —

 are the key to
brow

n teal survival.

Captive and breeding
Keeping brow

n teal in captivity can be a very
rew

arding experience, and breeding brow
n teal in captivity

is an intrinsic part of the overall 'save the brow
n teal'

cam
paign.  In fact the BTCT's philosophy is that "you

can never have too m
any brow

n teal in captivity".
The keeping of endangered species in captivity is very

strictly controlled and individuals and organisations
m

ust be part of the recovery plan.
Contact the BTCT or the Departm

ent of Conservation
for further details.

The BTCT's m
anual contains full details about aviary

requirem
ents for brow

n teal.

B
row

n Teal C
onservation Trust

Dedicated to saving the N
Z Brow

n Teal from
 extinction

PO Box 188, Carterton, W
airarapa

Phone: (06)3796692
Fax: (06)3795316

 E-m
ail: haltd@

actrix.co.nz

W
hy
not
help

the
Tr ust

achieve
this
goal?

N
Z Brow

n Teal (Anas chlorotis) in captivity

M
em

bership/Sponsorship of the BTCT
M

em
bership of the BTCT is available for $20 per year. The first subscription includes

a copy of the BTC
T's m

anual. A
ll m

em
bers receive a copy of the BTC

T's new
sletter.

Sponsorship and grants above $
20 also qualify for a copy of the m

anual and
n

ew
sletters, 
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H
elp save the brow

n teal w
ith a contribution to the B

row
n Teal C

onservation
Trust. The Brow

n Teal Conservation Trust w
as founded in 2002, w

ith the m
ain objective

to save the brow
n teal, raise funds to assist the recovery program

m
e and to advocate

for the continued existence of this unique species. Please help us to achieve our G
O

A
L.

Full N
am

e:

Address:

$20 m
em

bership(Tick)  Donation  $             
Total $

 
  Visa   

 M
astercard &

      
   Am

ex

Card 
 

 
 

Expiry 
/

N
am

e:

Phone:                                       Fax:                                       E-m
ail:

(All contributions to the BTCT are tax deductible)

Visit —
 w

w
w

.brow
nteal.com
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Brow
n Teal are now

 believed to
be extinct in the South Island

Total population in 2002 —
 c1,000

c12 at the Karori m
ainland 'island

A few
 brow

n teal are
being seen regularly at
the W

aikanae Estuary

c20 on Kapiti Island
c12 on M

ana Island
C30 still persist
in the rem

ote
headw

aters of
the Rangitaiki

C14 on Tiritiri M
atangi Island

C50
Corom

andel
Peninsula

C200 in N
orthland

C700 on G
reat Barrier Island

O
verview
The N

Z Brow
n Teal (Anas chlorotis) is N

ew
 Zealand's

rarest m
ainland duck species and in great danger of

prem
ature extinction. Brow

n teal are the w
orld's second

rarest duck species —
 only the Cam

pbell Island Teal is
rarer.The Brow

n Teal Conservation Trust w
as founded in

2002 w
ith the m

ain objective of saving brow
n teal from

extinction —
 to be achieved by a com

bination of advocacy,
habitat creation, enhancem

ent, m
anipulation, and

protection, predator control at key brow
n teal sites and

a m
ajor captive breeding program

m
e. Coupled w

ith a
m

ajor advocacy and fund raising program
m

e to ensure
that the Trust's objectives and plans are achieved —

 and
the unique brow

n teal population is expanded and saved
from

 extinction. M
any are N

Z species.

Extinction
In the 17th Century, w

hich is not really all that long
ago, the w

orld had  approxim
ately 8,500 living species

of birds. Since then approxim
ately 100 have becom

e

extinct and approxim
ately 250 are presently in som

e
danger of extinction.

A num
ber of experts have long prom

oted the
philosophy that extinction is a biological certainty and
is an intrinsic part of the evolution process, w

ith natural
causes being the m

ain cause/route to extinction —
earthquakes, eruptions, floods, m

assive natural
environm

ental changes, com
petition for food, and so

on. H
istorically this is, of course, very true, but in the

past 100 years the path tow
ards extinction has, for m

any
bird species, undoubtedly been hastened by a m

assive
grow

th in the w
orld's population and by m

an's poor
respect for the natural environm

ent and for the w
orld's

w
ild anim

als and birds, together w
ith m

an's generally
abysm

al understanding of the environm
ent and how

 to
su

ccessfu
lly 

m
an

age 
ou

r 
n

atu
ral 

resou
rces.

N
othing could be truer than w

ith the N
ew

 Zealand
situation, w

here, in 2003, N
ew

 Zealand holds the w
orld

record for having the highest num
ber of endangered

birds; none of w
hich have becom

e endangered by 'natural
causes'. These species have becom

e endangered by m
ans'

interference w
ith nature —

 by introducing predators, by

They also seem
 to m

ostly enjoy them
selves dissecting

patches of cow
 dung and also sieving endlessly in m

uddy
pools. This trait is very obvious w

ith captive teal and a
m

uddy area in an aviary is a priority am
ongst captive

breeders.
W

hilst brow
n teal are strong fliers they do not take

readily to the air and seem
 to prefer to scuttle around

the ground, both in the w
ild and in captivity. W

hilst the
erection of perches are alw

ays recom
m

ended in brow
n

teal aviaries teal seldom
 use anything but a low

 level
perch, and one they can jum

p to, rather than have to fly.
O

utside the breeding season brow
n teal are highly

gregarious, just like m
allards, assem

bling in flocks at
their traditional roost site. W

here roost sites have been
m

odified by m
an, or by nature, changes at the flock site

have invariably lead to the decline of brow
n teal in that

area. U
nlike m

allards brow
n teal do not adapt readily to

change.
Another unique feature of brow

n teal is that w
hen a

pair bond has been established both m
ale and fem

ale
becom

e the m
ost vicious and m

urderous of all dabbling
ducks.

N
o other dabbling duck species display this feature,

and this behaviour is not apparent, to anyw
here near

the sam
e degree, in either the Auckland or Cam

pbell
Island teal.

In the w
ild, and in captivity brow

n teal, are superior
parents com

pared to all other dabbling ducks, w
ith the

m
ale actively 'educating' and nurturing his progeny right

through to the flying stage - and beyond. The degree of
such m

ale attentiveness is not found in any other species
of dabbling duck.

Distribution —
 historical and current

D
uring the 1800's brow

n teal w
ere distributed in

m
illions throughout N

ew
 Zealand.

Research carried out in 2001 determ
ined that brow

n
teal w

ere present in N
ew

 Zealand over 10,000 years ago
and w

ere spread throughout every corner of the country's
once vast w

etlands.
From

 the m
id 1800's, as m

ore and m
ore im

m
igrants

cam
e to N

ew
 Zealand and brought w

ith them
 their cats,

m
ustelids (ferrets, stoats and w

easels), hedgehogs, rats
—

 and their firearm
s —

 brow
n teal com

m
enced their

steady decline. On top of these introductions the m
assive

drainage of w
etlands and destruction of  the country's

native tim
ber com

m
enced.

W
ith the m

assive expansion in the num
bers of feral

cats and m
ustelids the past decade has seen brow

n teal
num

bers decline at an alarm
ing rate. Today there are

only approxim
ately 250 brow

n teal surviving in the w
ild

in the N
orthland area of N

ew
 Zealand and 750 on G

reat
Barrier Island in the H

auraki G
ulf.

Unique values of the brow
n teal

It is m
ainly the behavioural features of brow

n teal,
w

hich set it apart from
 all other species of dabbling

duck, and in a class of its ow
n.

Brow
n teal have the unique and extraordinary

tendency to hide in grass and overhanging vegetation
for m

ost of the day and w
hilst this behaviour has been

generally described as 'crepuscular' it is now
 felt m

ore
appropriate to describe it as 'nocturnal'.

W
ild brow

n teal are incredibly active at night and
spend hours searching in paddocks (fields) for w

orm
s

and insects, or in estuaries for sm
all shellfish.

T
h
e
 N

e
w

 Z
e
a
la

n
d
 B

ro
w

n
 T

e
a
l

introducing com
peting bird life, by

d
e

stro
y

in
g

 
h

a
b

ita
t, 

b
y

m
odifying/disturbing habitat and by

excessive hunting.
All of these accum

ulated factors
have lead to the precarious state of
m

any bird species in N
ew

 Zealand,
w

ith the brow
n teal population

suffering m
ore than any other

endem
ic species of w

aterfow
l.

W
hen coupled w

ith an historic
lack of understanding of brow

n teal
ecology, natural history, habitat and
food requirem

ents, the effects of
predation and hunting, there is little
w

onder than in 2003 the brow
n teal

is on a rapidly accelerating path
tow

ards extinction.
Extinction is perm

anent and there
is no possibility of re-inventing brow

n
teal once the species has disappeared.

H
ow

ever, w
ith carefully directed

and dedicated m
anagem

ent, coupled
w

ith the technology now
 available,

and w
ith an increasing enthusiasm

for 
retain

in
g 

th
e 

rem
ain

in
g

environm
ent that w

e still have in
N

ew
 Zealand, w

hich is undoubtedly
still a quality environm

ent com
pared

to m
ost other countries, brow

n teal
and m

ost of our other endangered
birds can be saved from

 w
hat can

only be described as 'prem
ature'

extinction.
Brow

n Teal
Habitat in
N

orthland
N

ational Distribution of Brow
n Teal in the W

ild

But the m
ost

alarm
ing feature of

b
ro

w
n

 
te

a
l

behaviour is the
s

p
e

c
i

e
s

vulnerability to
predators —

 far
m

ore vulnerable
than any other
s

p
e

c
ie

s
 

o
f

w
aterfow

l.


